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National Professor Dr N Islam

The dreamer and architect of anti-tobacco
movement in Bangladesh & Recipient of WHO
commemorative Medal and Certificate in 1990 &
1992 and WHO Director General’s Special Award
2005 for contribution in anti-tobacco movement.



BIO-DATA
OF
NATIONAL PROFESSOR DR NURUL ISLAM, IDA DSc
FCPS FRCP FRCPE FCGP FBAS FAS

National Professor Dr Nurul Islam was a successful Physician,
Teacher and Research-Scientist. By his hard work, merit and creative
power during the last five decades he had received recognition as a
great physician, teacher and research-scientist at home and aborad.

He was the Founding Father of the Institute of Post Graduate
Medicine & Research (IPGMR) now Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University (BSMMU), Founding Councilor of Bangladesh
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Chairman, Hamdard Board of
Trustees, Bangladesh, Regional Adviser of the Royal College of
Physicians, Edinburgh and Emeritus Adviser of the College, Member
of the Editorial Board of the Tropical Doctor published by Royal
Society of Medicine, Founder and President, ADHUNIK (National
Anit-tobacco Organization), Member, WHO Expert Advisory Panel
on Health Manpower Development and Member, Expert Advisory
Panel on Tobacco or Health. He had been a pioneer in intoruding
Postgraduate Medical Education in the country.

He was Director and Professor of Medicine of the IPGMR for 24
years from 1964 to 1987. He was made National Professor in 1987.
He had been the personal physician to the Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

He established the Institute of Applied Health Sciences in 1989.
Immediately after the Private University Act came into existence in
1992 he established the University of Science & Technology
Chittagong (USTC) in the same year i.e. in 1992. He was made the
President and subsequently the Vice Chancellor of the University by
the Government. He has been the Professor and Dean, Faculty of
Medical Science since inception of the University.

Professor Islam published over one hundred research papers in
international medical journals and published more than two hundred
articles in national and international dailies and journals on the
harmful effects of tobacco alone.



He is the author of 27 books notably among which are Medical
Diagnosis & Treatment, Tropical Eosinophilia, Palli Chikishai
Attaboshokio Aushaud (Essential Medicines for Rural Medical
Practice), Prescription and Alternative Medicines, Bangabandhu in
the eye of his personal physician etc.

He had received several awards from different Government, non-
government and international organizations which include-President
Gold Medal(1963), National Academy of Sciences Award (1982).
WHO Commemorative Award on Tobhacco & Health (1990 &
1992) and WHO Director-General’s Special Award (2005) for
tobacco control programme, Bhashani Memorial Gold Medal (1993),
Human Network Medal (1994), Ibn Sina Medal (1995),
Independence Day Award (1987), Gold Medal from Royal College
of Physicians, Edin (1999), Social Service Award, Ministry of Social
Welfare, Government of Bangladesh (2000), Asiatic Society Award
(2011), IQC Award (2012).

‘Utilization of religious leaders & primary school teachers for
Primary Health Care is a concept originated by him. Essential Drugs
concept and development of National Drug policy by him led to the
significant growth of pharmaceutical industry in Bangladesh
enabling it to export many pharmaceutical products abroad.

USTC Health Team is a concept originated by him. The team of the
University is devoted to rendering community based health care
service to the people in the remote areas of the country. The
visionary professor and the dreamer and architect of anti-tobacco
movement expired on 24 January 2013.




EDITORIAL

ADHUNIK, our national anti-tobacco organization, observes World
No Tobacco Day each year since its birth in 1987. The whole day
programme is followed by publication of a Transanction covering
press release, articles, key-note speech and deliberations of the
experts, messages and other activities. The day has great importance
for public awareness and the theme of the Day this year BAN
TOBACCO ADVERTISING, PROMOTION AND SPONSORSHIP has
special importance as because the tobacco industry invests its
enormous wealth and money to undermine the government’s health
policy including tobacco control programme.

Unless governments, NGOs, civil society and individuals are united, it
will not be possible to eradicate the tobacco epidemic. I am happy that
over the years ADHUNIK and similar other organizations are unitedly
fighting against the industry and in fact, we have been able to create
much awareness about the danger of tobacco use.

Working together we can achieve a tobacco-free Bangladesh.

A IIslam
Secretary General
ADHUNIK
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MESSAGE

I am happy to know that ADHUNIK, a leading national anti-tobacco
organization of Bangladesh, is going to publish a Transanction on the
occasion of World No Tobacco Day on 31 May this year like the
previous years.

[ understand that the theme of this year's World No Tobacco Day 1s
BAN  TOBACCO ADVERTISING,  PROMOTION  AND
SPONSORSHIP with an emphasis on marketing to women and
children. This is very much pertinent to the socio-economic
background of our country. I am sure, ADHUNIK's efforts will
contribute significantly in implementing the theme of the WHO.

ADHUNIK, the pioneer national anti-tobacco organization, has
already earned reputation for its anti-tobacco activities under the
leadership and guidance of National Professor Dr Nurul Islam who
was a very much close friend of mine. I had the proud opportunity of
forming ADHUNIK during its initial stage. As such I feel honoured of
ADHUNIK's success story. Prof Islam is no more with us today but his
mission of anti-tobacco movement has to be carried out.

I wish ADHUNIK's activities a complete success on the occasion of
World No Tobacco Day 2013

P RMANZ A,

National Professor Dr M R Khan
Chairman, Central Hospital Limited
Chief Guest: World No Tobacco Day Function 2013
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High Commission
of Maldives, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that ADHUNIK a national anti tobacco organization of
the People's Republic of Bangladesh is publishing its transaction on World
No Tobacco Day 2013. I congratulate ADHUNIK in its effort to host a regular
annual event, on the 31st of May, observing the World No Tobacco Day, in
collaboration with the Government and WHO strategies and policies for the
implementation of the theme of the day.

Approximately 6 million people die on tobacco related cases annually, which
includes 600,000 passive smokers. It is estimated that 8 million people will
die from tobacco use a year, by 2000, unless this trend is reversed. It is
forecasted that 80% of these deaths are e¢xpecled to occur among person
living in low-income and middle-income countries. This region of the world
becomes the direct victims of this menace.

Tobacco producers are targeting at young people and producing flavoured and
attractive tobacco products, as 4 lot of people start using tobacco products
before the age of 20 years.

On the eve of the World No Tobacco Day I would like to call upon the
Governments and organizations like ADHUNIK, to hold hands and work
together to compile strong regulations to support the year's theme, which
could make a difference.

I wish ADHUNIK, the national anti tobacco organization all success.

Ahmed ADIL
Acting High Commissioner
10



High Commission of
the Democratic
Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka, Dhaka,
Bangladesh

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the ADHUNIK, a national anti-tobacco
organization, is going to publish a transaction in connection with the
obsservance of ‘World No Tobacco Day 2013, It is really a
praise-worthy venture and I congratulate the effort of the organization.

Bangladesh being the member of the SAARC region, my country too
shares the common problems of tobacco hazards with Bangladesh.
“BAN TOBACCO ADVERTISING, PROMOTION AND
SPONSORSHIP” is very timely. The fact is that a country alone
cannot fight against the giant tobacco industry. Regional efforts must
be there to combat the industry. I am happy that governments of the
global regions are well aware of this and there are many regional
programmes against the tobacco epidemic. Working together we can
achieve a tobacco-free South Asia for health and well-being of the
people of the region.

I wish ADHUNIK all success on the occasion of World No Tobacco
Day.

e

Sarath K Weragoda
High Commissioner
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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United News of
- Bangladesh

MESSAGE

[ am very happy to learn that ADHUNIK (We Prevent Smoking), the national
anti-tobacco organization of Bangladesh, is going to unveil its annual publication
Transaction to commemorate the observance of World No Tobacco Day on 31 May
2013. This year’s theme chosen by WHO “Ban Tobacco Advertising, Promotion and
Sponsorship” is most appropriate and significant in the context of widespread use of
these unethical and illegal practices by tobacco companies in their bid to push sales of
their lethal products.

Celebration of World No-‘Tobacco Day this-year was overshadowed by: the
conspicuous absence of the late national professor Dr Nurul Islam, the dreamer and
architect of anti-tobacco movement in Bangladesh and founder president of
ADHUNIK. Though he is no longer alive, his iconic figure will always loom large
over us spiritually guiding us through the arduous path to our goal. His monumental
contribution to the anti-tobacco cause will ever remain a source of inspiration and a
motivating force for all those who are fighting to build a world free from the scourge
of tobacco.

We have a daunting task ahead of us. According to the latest WHO study tobacco kills
nearly 6 million people each year of whom more than 5 million are direct tobacco
users and more than half a million are nonsmokers exposed to passive or second-hand
smoke. I urge upon all anti-tobacco organizations in the country to unitedly face the
formidable challenge to “kill the killers” as called for by the late visionary professor.

I had the unique opportunity of working closely with Prof Islam when he literally
declared an all-out war on tobacco in Bangladesh. As a successor to his legacy we
should take the vow to carry forward his unfinished mission.

On the auspicious occasion of World No Tobacco Day 2013 I sincerely wish

ADHUNIK all success in its relentless campaign to rid the society of the tobacco
menace as envisioned by its founder.

May the Almighty help us in our endeavour.

AU,

Amanullah Khan, FCA

Founder President, Coalition Against Tobacco (CAT)
Senior Vice President, ADHUNIK &

Chairman, United News of Bangladesh (UNB)
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MESSAGE

[ am pleased to know that ADHUNIK, a leading national anti-tobacco
organization of Bangladesh, is going to publish a booklet entitled
‘Transanction’ on the occasion of observance of World No Tobacco
Day on 31 May this year like the previous years.

The theme of World No Tobacco Day selected by WHO this year 1s
BAN TOBACCO ADVERTISING, PROMOTION AND
SPONSORSHIP. This is very much appropriate in a socio-cconomic
background of our country. I am very much happy to see that
ADHUNIK has already taken elaborate programme to implement the
WHO theme with the involvement of its branches and college
students. I am sure, ADHUNIK will be able to contribute
significantly in this direction.

ADHUNIK, the pioneer national anti-tobacco organization, has
success stories both locally as well as receiving several international
awards from WHO for its anti-tobacco activities. Its Founder President
National Professor Dr Nurul Islam also received WHO Director
General's Special Award in the past. Although Dr Nurul Islam is no
more in this world but his dream of a tobacco-free society needs to be
manifested through the united efforts of all of us.

[ wish ADHUNIK'’s tobacco-free movement all success on the
occasion of World No Tobacco Day 2013.

Ms Tania Amir
Barrister-at-Law
Senior Advocate

Bangladesh Supreme Court.
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Barrister Tania Amir

Chair: On the occasion of World No Tobacco
Day 2013 inaugural function organized by
ADHUNIK

Respected Chief Guest National Professor Dr M R Khan, HE Sri
Lankan High Commissioner in Dhaka Sarath K Weragoda, Special
Guests Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap, Special Assistant to the Hon'ble
Prime Minister, Former MP Ashraf Uddin Khan Imu, Guest of
Honour, the New Nation Editor Mr Mostafa Kamal Majumder,
WHO NPO Dr M. Mostafa Zaman, dear media representatives,
ADHUNIK officials and representatives from branches, dear
students, audiences, ladies and gentlemen, assalamualaikum.

It is indeed a unique opportunity for me today to act as Chair on the
occasion of observance of World No Tobacco Day 2013 so
befittingly organized by ADHUNIK, a premier national anti-tobacco
organization of Bangladesh. I specially thank Mr A I Islam,
Secretary General, ADHUNIK for inviting me at this august
function.

Observance of World No Tobacco Day this year in absence of
National Professor Dr Nurul Islam, the dreamer and architect of anti-
tobacco movement in Bangladesh and Founder President of
ADHUNIK is, in fact an eventful matter for all of us involved in the
anti-tobacco movement. Prof Islam's role for anti-tobacco movement
will work as guiding force for all of us in the days to come.

WHO study reveals that tobacco kills nearly 6 million people each
year of whom more than 5 million are from direct tobacco use and
more than 6 lacs are nonsmokers exposed to second-hand smoke. I
urge upon all anti-tobacco forces to work together for
implementation of the WHO theme for a tobacco-free society.

Perhaps, it is known to you all that there is a link between tobacco
and poverty. The tobacco consumers, specially those having limited
income, gradually move towards poverty as they spend a notable
portion of their income behind the deadly products. Low-income
people having habit of smoking gradually lose their working
capability and cannot meet nutritional requirements of their family-
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members and afford their education expenses. Spending behind
tobacco in poor and lower-income countries like Bangladesh is
higher than in the developed countries.

It becomes a great concern when we understand that farmers are
producing tobacco for which tobacco company is actively involved
to patronize the farmers. Although the government claims that
tobacco companies contribute in the revenue income but the policy-
makers must know that economic and health cost of tobacco hazards
are much higher than the revenue the industry pays.

The theme of World No Tobacco Day selected by WHO this year is
BAN TOBACCO ADVERTISING, PROMOTION AND
SPONSORSHIP. This is very much appropriate in the socio-
economic background of our country. ADHUNIK has already taken
elaborate programme to implement the WHO theme with the
involvement of its branches and college-students. I am sure,
ADHUNIK will be able to contribute significantly in this direction.
If all of us work together it will not be difficult to achieve tobacco-
free environment. Let us all join hands for the purpose.

Thank you all.



Speech by A I Islam
Secretary General, ADHUNIK

On 31 May 2013

Madam President of the function Barrister Tania Amir, respected
Chief Guest National Professor M R Khan, His Excellency the High
Commissioner of Sri Lanka Mr Weragoda, Special Guests, Guests of
Honour, discussants, dear journalists from electronic and print
media, ladies and gentlemen, good morning.

The message of today is plain and straight : the tobacco industry is a
legitimized and organized evil machine, promoting deadly diseases
and finally dispensing suffering and death.

There is no rationality in granting this industry the respectability of a
socially responsible corporate entity.

When evil is in action, around and very close, we cannot remain
silent. We cannot shut our eyes when it is visible that millions of
men and women are led to buy poison for other's profit. This horror
and injustice is unacceptable.

Each of us, on behalf of the necessity for a healthy life and a
prosperous world, therefore must act to resist and stop this evil
industry's persistent pervading of our societies.

The bare question is : why tobacco advertising, promotion and
sponsorship are still allowed ?

Advertisement means to let people know the usefulness of a product
that can generate welfare. Tobacco destroys welfare. Why the
tobacco industry should then have access to the means of
advertisement ?

Promotion means to motivate people to accept good things that can
lead to well being. The tobacco industry promotes deception and
replaces well being with misery. Why then it is allowed to use
promotional channels ?

The organizations and entrepreneurs who could bring in productivity
and thus have gained wealth have the natural right and licence to
sponsor those who are the budding agents of development. The
tobacco industry extends its evil sponsorship only to keep its
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network of deception active. Why then thier cruel practice remains
socially acceptable ?

You all can see these stark contradictions at large in today's world. It
disturbs the dignity of reason. It reminds that our civilization
harbours its own perils. We cannot ignore those. When we get
prepared to combat and eradicate those perils, we find another
meaning for our existence.

Dear friends, the force of perversion is not final and cannot be
supreme. The star of man's destiny shall continue to twinkle with
grace and nobility gliding over all dark and ruthless storms. The
senseless diseases, deformities, deaths and destitution delivered by
the tobacco industry might be adding to the horrible annals of human
suffering. But the spirit that rejects it shall win everywhere as this
spirit wins in the court of conscience.

Today we stand in guard of our conscience and resolve to be active
against the tobacco industry.

Thank you.
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R pECH

WHO studies shows that tobacco taxes are the most effective way to
reduce tobacco use, especially among young people and the poor
people. A tax increase that increases tobacco prices by 10 percent
decreases tobacco consumption by about 4 percent in high-income
countries and by upto 8 percent in low-and-middle-income countries.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2013

Guests attend s. d:scusslon on an end to advertlsement and sponsorehlp of tobacco products at
the National Press Club on Friday marking World No Tobacco Day.

World No
Tobacco Day
observed

Staff Correspondent

WORLD No Tobacco Day
was observed in Bangladesh
on Friday demanding a ban
on tobacco advertisement
and imposition of - supple-
mentary duty on all tobacco
products to discourage the
use of tobacco products.

The day was observed by
the World Health Organisa-
tion across the world with
the theme 'Ban Tobacco
Advertising, Promotion and
Sponsorship.'

,Atcording to WHO, to-
Bacto kills almost six mil-
lion people every year and is
one of the Jeading prevent-
able causes of ‘illness and
death around the world.

The experls estimated
that on an average B0 lakh
people will die worldwide
every year within 2030, if
the smoking rate is not de-
creased. They said about 80
per cent of the smokers live

in the poor gnd middle in-,

come cbuntries,
.. The government as wa]l
‘o the nun—'gzvprnrrmnd t}:l d?
ganisations observe y
 saying that they wanted to es-
tablish a tobacco-free society.
At a programme organ-
ised by national anti-tobac-

co organisation ADHUNIK
- Amra Dhumpan Nibaron
Kori and World Health Or-
ganisation, executive sec-
retary of ADHUNIK MA
Jabbar said about 50 ingredi-
ents of tobacco are responsi-
ble for cancer.

The discussants at the
programme said children
were using tobacco products
in many countries, who gen-
-erally suffer from green to-
bacco sickness, which is an
occupational illness that can
affect tobacco farmers.

Despite this disease, the to-
bacco users are at risk of can-
cer, heart diseases, stroke and

- respiratory illness, they said.

They stressed on banning
tobacco advertising, promo-
tion and sponsorship and
proper implementation of
the anti-smoking laws.

Bangladesh Anti-Tobacco
Alliance organised a discus-
sion programme at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity to observe
_the day.

Anti Tobacco Media Al-
liance (ATMA) orga.nised a
colourful procession st
from Ba.ngladesh Nati
Muséum “in the' momning,
where the journalists de-
manded proper implementa-
tion of the anti-tobacco law.
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Mass awareness can strengthen

anti-tobacco movement
Tobacco kills 57,000 people every year in country

Speakers al a discussion
on Friday -emphasised
sirengthening the anti-
tobacco movementl In the
country o ralse mass
awareness about the health
‘hazdrds [fom  tobacco
consumption. reports UNB.

They ., also urged Lhe
government  to  lake
immediate effective steps to
stop tobacco production and

“ to strengthen monltoring of

the law that  bans
advertisernent of the |ife-
threatening lobacco and
tobacco products.

Adhunik, a leading ant-
tobacco platform, and World
Heallh Organisalion [WHO)
jointly  organised  the
discussfon at the Jatlya
Press Club marking the
World No Tobacco Day-
2013.

The World No-Tobacco
Day was dhserved m the
country Friday as In 175
other.countries of the globe.
alming lo sensitse people
about the bad eflects of
tobacco use.
+*" Barrister Tanla Amir. a
Supreme Court lawyer, said
there Is a link between
tobacco and poverly. The
Lobacco condumers,
especlally those ' having
limited income, gradually
move lowards poverly as
they spend a nomblt-porl.lon
of their Income“®éhind the
deadly products!f i

"Low-income people
having habit of smoking
gradually lose thelr working-
capability, and can't meel
nutritional requirements of
thetr family members and
afford thelr education
expenses,” she said, )

Spending behind tobacco
in poor and lower-income
countries like Bangladesh is
higher than In the developed
countries. she added.

Voielng concern over the
growlng  cullvation of
tobacco In the country,
Tania Amir alleged that
lobacco  companies - are
Urying to ‘eriice people in
different ways for cultivating
tobacco on Lheir fertile

lands. "Tobacco culuvation:

has marked a sharp rise in
recent Ume." she sald.
Refuling the governument
claim that (hey earn
substantial -revenue [rom
the lobacdo companies,
Tania’ Amir sakl: "On one
hand, il (govi) Is taking tax

* from the tolyacco campanies,
“but on the other hand
towards

leading  people
death.”

Speaking on the occaslor,
National Prolessor Dr MR
Khan listed the terrible
elfects of passive smoking
and sald many people do not
give due tinportance to the
matier.

He urged all Lo . relrain
from~smoking to lead a

sound life. saying that
clgarettes contain
substances thal cause ldller
diseases like cancer..

Sri Lankan High
Commissloner In ' Dhaka
Sarath K Weragoda. special
assistant to the Prime
Minister Dr Abdus Solihan
Golap, Adhuntk execullve

. direclor MA Zabbar and

secretary general Al [slam,
former |awmaker Ashraf
Uddin Khan Emu. editor of

The. New Natlon Mostala -

Kamal Mazumder, among
others, also spoke al the
programume. Barrister Tanla
Amir presided.

Earlier, special prayer was
offered seeking salvaton of
the deparied soul of ploneer
of the anli-tobacco
movement and Natlonal
Professor Dr Nurul Islari. A
munajat was a_;sc offered for
early recovery of alling
Amanullall  Khan, UNB
chairman and ' Adhunik
seriior vice-president,

A BSS report adds: Social

Welfare Minister Enamul

Haque Moslofa o Friday

stressed  Lhe * need  for
launching . intensified
campalgn o bulld a

Lobacco-[ree soclety.

Use of lobacen products
and smoking cause various
serious diseases Including
cancer and heart diseases,
he told a discusslon
organized by Bangladesh

30

Cancer Soclely on the
occasion of World No
Tobaccoe-firee Day-2013
here.

State minister for Land
Advocate Mostifizur
Rahman, Social Welfare
secretary Suralya Begum,
former advisor to the
caretaker ‘government and
Natlonal Professor Brig Gen

(retd) Abdul Malek and
eminent lawyer Rafqul
Haque. among others,

addressed the discussion
with soclety president Prof
Dr Mollah Obaldullah Bald
{n the chair.

Enamul sald there Is a
law in Lhe country against
smoking in open places. But
only law'ls not enough to
stop smoking, he said.
adding mass awareness
should be bulll against use
ol lobacco ‘products and
smoking,

Tobacco consumption has
Increased shamly In the
country In recent years.
other speakers sald, adding
lobacco production has lo

_ be stopped for protecung the

peopte from Ils “harmful

' eflects.

Tobacco causes huge
health burden and It claims
around 57,000 lives every

year In Bangladesh. they
adcled.
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World No Tobacco
Day obsewed

UNB, Dhaka

The World No Tobacco Day was observed in the country
as in 175 other countries across the globe yesterday to
sensitise people about the bad effects of tobaccouse. |

The theme of this year's World No Tobacco Day is
"Ban tobacco advertising, promotion and sponsor-
ship".

' Different organisations observed the day with elabo-
rate programmes across the country.

Adhunik, a national anti-tobacco organisation, and
WHO organised a seminar in the capital's Jatiya Press
Club in the moming.

National Professor Dr MR Khan was the chief guest
while Dr Abdus Sobhan Golap, special assistant to the
prime minister, and former MP Ashraf Uddin Khan Imu
were present as special guests at the function. ‘

Anti-tobacco Media Alliance (ATMA) brought out a

_procession in the capital marking the day.

The procession started from Doyel Chattar at Dhaka
University and ended in front of the press club after

parading different city streets.

On the occasion, a national programme will be held
at Osmani Memorial Auditorium in the capital on June
11 as Friday (May 31) is a weekly holiday.

President Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina issued separate messages on the occasion.
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Anti-tobacco campaigners link

Bt D AR e

' 5 ]
Speakers address an antl-tobacco discussion

ITribune Desk

Anti-tobacco and health rights campaign-
ers marked World No-To-Tobacco Day
yesterday demanding immediate steps
to stop tobacco production, reduce con-
sumption and emphasising on strength-
ening anti-tobacco movements to raise
mass awareness about the health hazards,

Anti-tobacco platform Adhunik and
World Health Organization (WHO) jointly
organised a discussion at the Jatlya Press
Club, where speakers demanded strong
government monitoring of cigarette-mak-

smoking to poverty

ers who, they say, lure farmers to cultivate
tobacco on cropland and hills.

Barrister Tania Amir said tobacco con-
sumers, especially those having limited
income, spend a notable portion of their
income behind the deadly products.
Spending behind tobacco in poor and
lower-income countries like Bangladesh
is higher than in the developed countries.
“Smoking gradually ends their work-
ing-capability, and they can’t meet nutri-
tional requirements of their families and
afford education expenses of their chil-
dren? Voicing concern over growing cul-

34
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tivation of tobacco in Bangladesh, Tanta
alleged companies were persuading farm-
ers to cultivate tobacco, “It has marked a
sharp rise in recent time.”

She refuted the government’s claim
that tobacco companies give huge reve-
nue to exchequer, Tania Amir said: “On
one hand, it (govt) is taking tax from to-
bacco companies, on the other hand it
pushes people towards death.

Speaking on the occasion, National Pro-
fessor Dr MR Khan listed the terrible effects
of passive smoking and said many people
donot give dueimportance to the matter. ®
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World Health O:ng'aaﬁﬁn (WHO) ised a human chain in front of the Jatiya Press
Club marking the World No Tobacco %ay on Friday. . '®mNN photo

Call to ban tobacco

Cont from page 12

The speakers said this at a seminar titled " Ban Tobacco
Advertising, Promotion and Sponsorship" at the National
Press Club to mark the 'World No-Tobacco Day-2013',

Adhunik, an anti-tobacco organization, and World Health
Organisation (WHO) jointly organized the seminar,

Barrister Tania Ameer presided at the seminar, while
Chairman of Central Hospital and National Professor Dr MR
Khan was the chief guest.

Former MP and freedom fighter Ashraf Uddin Khan Imu
and Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Dr Abdus
Sobhan Golap attended as the special guests, while The New
Nation Editor Mostafa Kamal Majumder and National
Professional Officer of WHO Dr M Mostafa Jaman spoke at
the function as the distinguished guests. ,

Executive Secretary of Adhunik MA Jabbar and Founding
Chief Organiser of Adhunik Ali Niamat conducted the func-
tion, while Sri Lankan High Commissioner to Bangladesh
Sarath Kumara Weragoda also attended it.

They urged the government to increase the amount of tax
on tobacco products to check increasing use of the harmful
product for the sake of public health and environment.

"The ultimate goal of the 'World No-Tobacco Day' is to
keep contribution to protect the present and the future gen-
erations not only from these devastating health conse-
quences, but also from the social, environment and econom-
ic scourges of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke,"

added.

Dr MR Khan said, "It is not only cigarette which is detri-
mental to health, but there are many other products like
Hugqqa and Sheesa, containing tobacco, and mmuused
by A number of people and are equally for
health. He further said though cancer is not contagious, it is
dreadful. Smokers may be attacked with several diseases,
most dreadful of them is cancer,"

He called all to discourage others from smoking, adding
that everyone should even stop watching the advertise-
ments, because it encourages use of smoking.
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WHO Framework
onvention on
Tobacco Control

By M. A. Jabbar

|
very year  WHO undertake a comprehensive
Ese].:(-ls a themg fof Dan of all lobaceo
the World No Tobacco - advertising, promotion and
Day on 31 May which is . _sponsorshlp. This ' shall
observed by WHO and include, subject to the legal
partners for highlighting the environment and techmical
Hsk factors assoclated with ~ means avallable lo that

tabacco use and advocating P8y, @ sponsorship
for cffective’ policies to Originating  from . Its
reduce tobacco ltermitory. In this respect,
consumplion. The theme for ~ Within the period. of llve .

years after entry into force’

World N 2013
£ 30 Tokacen Dey of this Conventlon for thal

is: Ban tobacco advertsing,

promotion and Parly. each party shall
‘sponsarship. The theme undertake appropriate
this year s most lcglslatve, execilive,
appropriate and a tmely. Adininistrative and/or other
WHO key facl siiows thal; Incasures and  reporl

aceordingly In conformity
- with Anlcle 21. 3. A pariy -
thal 1s vt in a positon to

undertake a comprehensive

ban due to its_conslilutionr

or constilutional “principles

shall. apply reslrictions on

tohaceo kills up to hall of its
users, Tobacco kills nearly
6 million people each year of
whony, more Lthan 5 million
are from direct lobacco use
and more than 600000 are

nonsmokers exposed (o

second-hand smoke, Unless Al lobacco -an:_l-lrcnlsmg. 7
comprehensive action’ |s Promotion and
taken, the annual death toll, sponsorsldp. This  slrall

could rise o more (haih- Include. subject to the legal
cight million by 2030.The ' environnmient and technieal
fact further shows that mans avallable lo that
nearly B0 percent of the Pary. restriclon _or a
wnrlrf" s one billlon smokers comprehensive  ban  on
adveril$ing. promolion and

live in low and middle

income countries and SPonsorship  originaung

tobacco consumption 1s  [rom ls temilory with cross-

increasing globally though It border”,glfects. * In  (his=

is decreasiy oy high-  respect each party shall
ale. undertake appropriate

Incuﬂ'lélt.:m.mlmcs. \‘J%HBU.Y‘L-.- - executive.
“WHO Framework adnunistrative and or ollier
ToBrfvention on Tobacco Measures  and  report

Control: Recognizing the accordingly tn conformity
with Article 21. +4: Ag a

cnornous yremature
mortality caused by lobacco  hinimum. . and In
and adverse eflecls of Accordance with Its
lobaceo on soclal, economie  constitulion ! or
tand environment aspects, wwnstitullonal  prinelples.

each parly shall: a) prohibll
all . forns of lobacco
adverlising. promotion and
sponsorship Lhal promole a
Lobaceo product by any
means LhalL are ‘false.

the Member Slales of Lhe
World Health Assembly in
May 1996 decided (o Initiale
an nternatonal nstrument
,on lobacco conlrol (WHA
.49.7) In May 1999. the

World Health Assembly tusleading or deceptive or
adopted a consensus  VIKCWY Lo creale an erroneous
resolultion  [WHA 52.18] Impression about s
wileh paved Ui wav for  characlerisues. health

mulu-lateral  #lieets, hazards — or

stariing
~negollations on the WHO.,
FCTC. The FCTC was

cmissions: ‘birequire thal
Liealth or other appropriale

unwilimously adopled by warnings or messages
“lhe 56th World' Health accompany all tohacco
{ Assembly In Mayh 2003 advertsing  and,  as

appropriale, promouon and

under Uie presidentship of
sponsarship: <) resuict, the

' the honorable Health and

due to its constitution or
constilutional  principles
restricl, . tobacco
sponsorship of international
evenls. activities and or
participants Lherein. 5.
Partles are encouraged to
Implement measures
beyond the obligations - sel
out In paragraph 4. 6.
Partles shall cooperate in

the  development, of
technologles and other
means  necessary Lo

factlitate the eliminatiBon of
cross-border advertising. 7.
Parties which have a ban on
cerlain forms of tobacco
advertising, promotion ‘and
sponsorship = have™ the
soverelgn right to han those

forms . ol cross-border
Llobacco adverlising.
proSmoltion and

sponsorship entering thelr
territory and to impose

equal penaltles as Lhose |

applicable to domestic
adverusing, promoton and
sponsorship  originating
from thelr * lerrlory, In
accordance  with  thelr
natonal law. 8. Partles shall
congjder Lhe elaboraton
profoeol  setting -
ap|
requiire’  International
collaborarion | for a
comprehensive  ban  on
cross-horder  adverlsing.
promotion - " and
sponsorship. v

A comprehensive ban of
all lobacco adverlising.
promotion and spansorship
Is required under the WHO
FCTC. Thus Lhe specilic
ohjectives of the 2013 World
No

Tobacco Day campalgn:
are o:l) spur ‘countries to’
Implement WHO  FCTC
Arlicle 13 and Its guldelines
lo comprehensively ban
tohacco adveriing.
promotion and sponsorship
such thal fewer people stan
and  conlfue’ 1o use
tobacco, and H) drive local,
natlenal wnd  Intérnational
elforts 1o counleract
lobacco Indusiry efforts Lo
undermine tobaceo: econtrol.
specifically industiy efforts
o stall or'’  stop
cb]nprchensw: han on

oul
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te measures that® .

smoking less inside the
home and avolding simoking
near chlldren.  Studies
carried out after the
Implementation of pictorial
package warnings in Brazil,
Canada. Singapore and
Thailand conslstently
shows pictorial
warnings significantly
Increase people’s awareness
of the harms of tobacco use.
Mass media campalgns can
reduce tobacco
consurmption by Influencing
people 1o prolect non-
smokers and convincing
yauths " to  stop using
tobacco. Ban on tobacco
advertsing. promoton and
sponsorship recuce lobacco
consumption. A
comprehensive ban on all
Lobacco advertising.
promolion and sponsorship
could decrease tobacco,
conisumplion by an averagé
of abgut 7 percent wilth®
sonie | " courilries
experiencing a decline In
consumption of up.to 16
pereent. Only 19 cowntries
represenung 6 percent of
the world's population have
comprehensive  natfonal
hans, on tohacco
advertsing_acsition il
sponsorshilp and arourid 38
percent of countries have
minimal or no restricllons

that

. at " all con  1obacco
adverUsing. promotion’ and
sponsorship,

Taxes discourage tohacco
use: WHO studies shows
thal tobacco laxes are (he
mwslt elfective way Lo reduce
tobacto  use.  especially
among young people and
poor people. A lax Increase
that  Increases  tobacco
prices by 10 percent
decrrases tolacco
consumption by ahout 4
percent  in lilgh-income
couniries and by up to 8
percent in_ low-and micille
Incoinie connries,

Smokig and Tobacen
Prodiuiets Usage [(Condroly
Act-2003) have  heen
enaclecd by the Govertmient
ol Bangladesh. The act lins
heen amended for making it
more effectve, Now we have
the strength  of  law.



tobacco use and advocallng ~ T arsy.” ——=—

for cffective policies to
reduce tobacco
consumption. The theme for

TR
originating from Its
territory. In this respect.
within the period- of (ive

‘World No Tobacco Day 2013 years after entry into force

|s: Ban tobacco advertising,

_promotion and
sponsorship. The theme
- this year is most

‘appropriate and. a timely.
WHO key facl siiows that:
tobaceo Kills up to half of its
.users. Tobacco kills nearly
6 million people each year of
.whom, more than 5§ million
-are from dircct lobacco usc
andl more than 600000 are

nonsmokers exposed 13

_second-hand sinoke. Unless
comprehensive action Is
laken. the annual death LoH

,could rise Lo more Lhan-:—

cnghl million by 2030.The
fact further shows L(hat
nearly BO percent ol ‘the
world's one billion smokers

of this Convention for thal
party, cach party shall
undertake approprlate
legls'l‘auvc
admninisbiafl

measures

arid  report

accordingly In conformity .
with Aruele 21. 3. A party -

thal s not {n a position to
undertake a comprehensiie
ban due o s constitution:
or conslilutenal “principles
shall. apply reslrictions on

all tobacco .adverllsing.
promotion : and -
sponsorship. This  slall

include. sulject to the legal
environment, and teclnleal
mans avallable Lo Lhat
parly, restricllon :or a
comprehensive  ban  on
adveriising; -premotion and

AR T T

execulve,

!y%-aa'sd/o; other

beyond Lhe obligations sel
oul in paragraph 4. 6.
Parties shall cooperate In

the  development of
technologles and" other
means  necessary  to

facllitate the ellminati8on of
cross-border advertising. 7.
Parties which have a ban on
cerlaln forma of tobacco

‘advertising. p_mmoﬁon and

sponsorship ' have® (he
soverelgn righl to ban those
forma ol cross-border
lobacco advertising,
pro9motion an
sponsorship entering telr
lerfllory and to Impose
equal pendltles as those
applicable o  domeslic
adverusing, promoton and

sponsorshlp  originating
from ‘their ' Lerrtory. In
accordance  wilh their

nauonal law. 8. Padmsg, -1.11
cons|der the elabomuun [¢]

Adive In low and middle 3
income  countries  and sponsorahip Q"K'“F"Ul‘&- prot ,setlrg ouL
tobacco consumption | Is (rom its Lerrtony W with lcross  a a:[é measures’ that
Increasing globally though it - border efiécts.” Tn' this requlr . International
16 AaCrEas 1e high- respect eacli parly shall  collaboraiion for a
“ne - e- undertake appropriale  comprehensive  ban  on
Jncnmt muntncs : wuvq_, = execulive, cross-border advgnmng
0 Framework adiminisirative and or other promotion and
“EStfvention on Tobacco: Ineasures ‘and reporl  sponsorship. T
Conlrol: Recognizing the accordingly in conformity = A comprehensive ban of
enormous “premature  With Arlicle 21. 4. As a  all | lobacto advertising,
mortality caused by tobacco  Minimum, . and In  promotion and sponsorship
and adverse efllects "of accordance with its  is required under the WHO
. lobacco on soclal, economic  constitution ' - or FCTC. Thus Llhe specific
rand environment aspecls,  censtilutional princlples. OIPJCCUVESOfU'IE 2013 World

,the Member Stales ol the-

World Health Assembly in
May 1996 decided Lo Iniliale
an international instrument

each parly shall: a] prohibit
all . forins of lobscco
adveruslng promotion and
sponsorship that promote a

_on tobacco control (WHA tobacco’ product .by any
149.7) In May 1999, the Mmeans thal are ‘false,
World Health Assembly misleading or decepuve or
adopted a consensus MKely lo create an erroneous
resolutign (WHA 5218) impressfon  ahout its
_which paved the way [or characleristics. hralllt
. starting pulti-lateral-.. ellects, hazards

- negollations on the WHO.
FCTC. The FCTC was
unanimously adopted by

“the 56Lh World Health

CAssembly In Mayh 2003
under the presidentship of
the honorable Health and
Family Wellare Minister of

+ Bangladesh. Bangladesh
" was the first country 1o sign
the Convention. The FCTC
enlers inlo force and
became | part of
International law on 27
February 2005 aller
ratificaton by 40 countries.
Member ' countries of the
South-East

Asla Reglon have shown
thelr strong commitment
lowards lobacco control.

Ten oul of eleven counties
in the region have signed
the and nine
countries have ratfied IL
(Ref:natonal strategle plan
of action for tobacco control

2007-2010)

. WHO FCTC Artcle 13:
Tobacco adverusing,
promotion and
sponsorship: 1.Partles
recognizes thal a
comprchensive  ban  on

adverU.sl.ng promotoni ahd
nsorship would reduce
consumption of lobacco
products. 2. Each party
shall. In accordance wlU1 ll.s
constitution

conslLitutional prtnclpics.

emissiohs:“hidqy
. health or other appropriate
warnings or meéssages
accompany all tobacco
advertising and. as

appropriate, promotion and’

sponsorship: ¢] restrict the
use ol direct. or Indirect
incentives thal encourage
the purchase of tobacco
products by the public: d)
require. If {L <loes not have a
comprehensive ban. the
disclosure tw relevant
governmen:s! “ithodlies of
expendilures by thed
tohacco Industry  .or
advertising, promotion and
sponsorship not vel
prohibited. Those
authorizes niay declde 16
make those ligures
avallable, subject national
law. lo the public ard Lo LLie
conference of Lhe parties.
pursuant o Article 21. e)
undertake a comprehensive
barn or, In the case of a party
that Is not in a position to
undertake a comprehensive
ban due to Its constitulon
or consttutional principles,
restricl tobacco adverUslilg.
promoton and sponsorship
or radlo, Llelevision, print
niedia and. as appropriate,
other media. such as the
internel. within a period. of
five years and [) prohibit. or
In the case of parly thatIs
nol In a position Lo prohibit

h'c"tha{"‘

2009

No

Tobacco Day campalgnf
are to:l) spur ‘countries lo'
Implement.  WHO ~ FCTC
Arlicle 13 and Its guldelines
lo comprehensively ban
lohacco adverting.
promoton and sponsorship
such thal lewer people start
afid  cofilfie” "lo  use
tobacco. and fi) diive local.
nitional 'ané :inlérnatiénal
elforts ., to courleract
tobacco Industry efforts to
undermine tobacco eontrol,

specifically” industty efforts
to  stall  dfi" stop
comprehensive 'han on
tobacco advertising,
promotion . and
sponsdrship.

‘Tobagco users need help
quit: Studies show Lhat few
people ‘understand the
specific 'health risks of
tobacco use. For exainple. a
survey in China
revealed Lhat only 38
percent of ' smokers knew
that smcking causes
coronary hearth disease
and only 27 percent knew
that il “'cBuscs stroke.
Among smakers who are
aware of the dangers of
lobacco. most warnt to quil.
Counseling and medication
can more than .double the
chance that a sroker who
Iries to-quit will succeed.

Picture warnings work:
Hard-hitting anu-lehacco
advertsements and graplue
pack warning- especlally
Lhose whal ‘nclude plelures
reduce the number of
hildren who begin smoking
and Incicase the number of
smokers-who quit. Graphlc
warning can  persuade
smokers to protect - the
health of non-smokers by

43

shows that pletorial
warnings significantly
Increase people's awareness

of the harms of tobacco use.

-Mass media campalgns can

reduce . lobacca
consumption by influencing
people lo protect non-
smokers and convineing
youthg™ to stop using
tobacco. Ban on lohacco
advertsing. promotion and
sponsorship reduce lobacco
consumption. A
comprehensive han on al]
tabaceo advertishig,
promotion and sponsorshipy
could  decrease tobaceo,

. tonsumplion by an averagé

of arxmt 7 "percent wilh"
some” " courilries’
experiencing a dechné’ In
consumption of up, lo 16
percent. Only 19 countries
represenung 6 percent of
the world's population have

comprehensive fational
. hans on tohacro
aclvertl Sokdetion

sponsorship and arourfr 58 -
percent of countries have
minimal or no restrictions
at " ‘all ¢ on tobacco
advertsing. promolion and
sponsorshlp

"Taxes discourage tobacco
use: WHO sludies shows
that tobacco taxes are the
most effective way Lo reduce
tobacco  wse.  especially
among voung people and
poor people. A lax Increase

that  Increases tobacco
prices  by: 10° percent
decreases tobacco

consupmption’ by aboul 4
percent In  hLigh-income
countries and by up 1o 8
pereent - low-and middle
Incoine comnlries.” -
Smoking and Tobacco
Produicts Udageé (Coniroly
A¢t-2005) have heen
enacted by the Government
of Bangladesh.- The act has
heen amended for making It
rhore elfective. Now we have
the strength of law.
Government, NGOs, leaders
of the: club. fanuly. soclety.
school. ™+ 13 teachers.
professionats and  all
individuats. have their own
respansibility to curb the
usage of tobacco. Media -
hoth print and electronic

"can play pivotal role Lo help

ban on tobacco advertising,
promotion and
sponsarship. Utllizing Lhe
theme of the World No
Tobacco Day 2013. we
believe, it will not be dilficult
lo have a lobacco-free
society In.not too distance
future. ‘Let us all. work
together [n this direction, for
a tobacco-lree soclety ,for
healthy iife. (This article,ls
declicated to the [oiad
memory ol Nauonal Prol Dr
Nurul lslain, the architect
and dreamer of tobagco-free
sacilv and e recipleny-of
WHO awwd I 1992 and
WIO DG's special award, i
2005and had begr. fdw
founder  presideing 18
ADHUNIK who died; g9
24.01.2013). .

The authoe-i8 Execulive
Secretany. ADHH\(IK
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Tobacco-{ree society for healthy life

RY year WHO selacts a
theme for the World No Tobac-
co Doy on May 31 which s ob-

e

by WHO and partmers ,

for highlighting the risk factors
nssoclated with tobaceo use and advo-
cating for effective palicios to reduce to-
bacco consumption. The theme for
World No Tobueco Day 2013 1s: Ban to-
bacco avortising. promotion and spon-
sorghlp The theme this yenr is most ap-
prapriate and & timoly WHO key frct
ahows that: tobaeco kills up to half of its
usars. Tobacoo kills nearly 6 million peo-
ple each yoar of whom more than § mil-
llon are from direct tobaceo use and
more than 800000 are nonsmokers ex.
poned to second-hand smoke. Unless
comprehenstve nction is tken, the an.
nun) denth toll could rise 1o more than
elght milion by 2030.The fact further
shows thar noarly 80 percent of the
world's one billion smokers live in low
und midelle Income counties and tobac-
o ol on 1s increasing globally
though It Is decreasing in some high:in.
come and upper middie-income coun-
it

WHO Framowork Convention on To-
buceo Contrel: Recognising the enor-
mous premarnure mortallty caused by to-
bocco and adverse effects of tobacco on
soclal, occonomic and environment as-
pects, the momber states of the World
Henlth Assombly in May 1996 declded to'
Initiate an International instrument on

tobaceo control. In May 1998, the World :

Health A bly adopted & o
resolution which peved the way for start-
ing multi-lateral negotiations on the
WHO, FCTC, The was unan}-
motuly adopted by tha 661 Worid Henlth
Asgembly in May 2003under the presk
dontship of the health and family wel-
fars i of  Bangladest
Besglodnsh was the first country to slgn
the Convention. The FCTC came Into
forco and became part of International
lawi on 27 Fabruary 2006 after ratification
by 40 countries. Member countries of
the Zouth-East Asla Reglon have shown
thalr strong commitment wwards tobac.
co cantrol. Ten out of eleven counties In
the region have slgned the FCTC and
nine countries have ratified it. _
WHO FCTC Artlcle 13: Tobacco ud:
vartiying, promotion end sponscrship:
1. =artlon recognises that & comprehen-
skan bn on advertising, promotion and
spannorship would reduce the consump-
thor. of tobaoeo products, 2. Each party
iell, in accordance with its constitu.
i ar constitutional prinelples, under
itk n comprehensive ban of all tobacco
edvortising, promotion and sponsor-
60 This shall include, subject to the le-
g2l onvironment and technical means'

avalloble to that Party o sponsorship
orlginoting from Its torritary In this re
spect, within tho poriod of flva yoars af-
ter entry into forea of this Conventlon
far that party oach party shall under:
taka appropriata leglalative, exocutive,
administrative and/or other measurss
and report accordingly In conformity
with Article21. 3. A party that lonot ina
position to undertale 2 comprehensive
ban due to lts constitution or constitu-
tionnl principles shall apply restrictlons
on all tob advertlsing, p lon
and sponsorship. This shall Include,
subjoct to the legal anvironment and
technical means avallablo to that purty,
restrictlon or a comprohonsive ban on
advertlsing, promotlon and sponsarship
orlglnating from its torritory with cross-
border effects. In this respect cach party

shall undertnke appropriote leglslotive,
executive, administrutive and or other
measures and report accordingly In con-
formity with Article 21. 4. As a minl.
mum, and in nccordance with its constl
tutlon or constitutional princlples, each
party shall: o) prohiblt all forms of o
bacco advertlsing, promotlon and spon-
sorship that promote a tobaceo product
by any means that are false, misleading

tlonad Juw: to the public and t the con.
[evence ol the partles, pursuant 1o Artl
cle 21. ¢) underiake n comprehonslve
ban un In the caso of o party tht Ls not
ina position to undertake a comprehon
aiva ban due to lts conatitution or constl-
tutlonal principles, restrict tobecco ad-
vertlsing, promotlon and sponsorship
or redlo, television, print medla and. as
nppropriate, other medin, such as the tn-
tarnet, within a perlod of fve yours and
fiprohibl, or In the cuse ol party thut s
not In a position 1o prokitbic duo to Its
constitutlon or conatitutional principles
roatrict, tobneeo sponnorship of nterna.
tonal evonts, activitios nnd or particl-
pants theroln, §. Purtles aro oncornged
to Imploment menswies boyond the obll-
gatlons sot out In paragraph 4. 6, Partics
shull cooperate In the developmant of

technologles and other means neces-
ary to facllltote the ellmination of
cross-border advertlsing, 7. Portles
which have a ban on certaln forms of to-
bacco advertising, prometion and spon-
sorship hove the soveralgn right w bon
i formus of eroas-burdse wohocty uil
vertising. profmotion and sponsorship
entering thelr territory and to Impose
equil penuitles as thosy applicable to do-

or deceptive or |Lkely to create an eriw-
neous impression about Its characterls-
tics, health effects, hazards o emls-
slons; b) require that health or other ap-
propriate warnings or messages accom-
pany all tobacco advertising and, as ap-
propriate, promotion and sponsorship;
c)restrict the use of direct or indirect In-
centives that encourage the purchase of
tohaceo products hy the public; d) re
qulre, If it does not have 8 comprehen:
sive ban, the disclosure to relevant gov-
ernmental authorities of expenditures
by the tobacco industry or advertising,
promoation and sponsorship not yet pro-
hibited. Those authorities may declde to
make those figures available, subject na-

mestlc advertising, prmnotiun and spon-
sarship orlginating from their territory
In accurdance with thelr nurlonal law 8,
Purtles shall consider the elaborution of
a protacol setting out appropriate meas-
ures that require (nternational collubo-
ratlon for a comprehensive ban on cross
border odvertlsing, pronotion and
sponsarship.

Tubacco users nesd help 1o quit
Studles show that fow poople under-
stund the specific health risks of wbae:
co use. Fur example, a 2009 survoy In
China revealed that only 38 percent of
amokers knew that smoking causes

hearth disease and only 27 per
cent knew that It causes stroke. Among

47

snolorn who arn sware of the dunger
of (obnees, moesl want to auit. Cour
selllng and medleatlon can more the
double tho chance that a smokaer wh
trioa to quit will sucesad.

Pleture warnings worl: Hard-hittln
antl-tohaeco pdvertlaoments and gruph
fe pack warning aspecially thogo the
Inclnde pictures reduce the number o
children who bagin smolting and bn
crouse the number of smokars whogult
Graphle warning can porsunde smokor,
to protect the hoalth of non-amaokors b
smoking lors Inslde the home and avold
Ing smoking noar childron. Studlos car
rled dut afler the implementation of ple
torlal puckage warnings [n Brazl
Curuida, Singapore and Thalland conuls
tontly show thot plctorlal warnings sig
niflcantly increase people's awarenos:
of tho harms of tobaceo use. Mass medi
al campalgns can reduce tobacco con
sumption by infuencing peaple to pro
tect non-smokers and convincing
youths (v slop using tobacea, A compre
hensive ban on all tobacco advertising
promation and sponsorship could de
crense tobaceo consumption hy an avar
age of ahout 7 percent with soma coun
triok exporluncing a declne In consump
tlon of up to 16 pervent. Only 19 coun
tries roprosanting & parcent of the
waorld's pupulation have comprehenaiv
natinnal buns on tobacco advertising
promation and sponsorship and arount
3 pervent of countries have minimal or
no restrictions at all on tobaceo adverts
Ing, promotion and sponsorship

Taxes dlscourage tobacco use: WHC
studles shows that tobacco taxes are the
moat effecttve way to reduce tobaceo use
especlally among young people and poot
poople, An tncroasa tax on tobacco prod:
ucts by 10 percent decreases tobaccocon:
swmption by about 4 percent in highln-
come cointries and by up to 8 peroent In
ltw-and middle-Income countries,

Smuking und Tabucco Preducts Us
g (Contrul) Act-200§ have been enact:
ed by the government of Banglodesh.
The uct has been amended for making It
more effective. Now we have the
strongth of law The government, NGOs,
loaders of the club, [amiy soclety
school teachors, professionals and all in-
divlduals huve thelr own respon:
to curb the use of tobacco, Medla -
print and electronic - can play pivatal
rmle to help ban on tobacco advertlsing,
promotlon and sponsorship Utilising
the theme of the World No Tobacco Day
2013, wa baliave, bt will not be ditfloult to

" have a tobacee-free soclety In not too dls

tance funure. Lat us all work together in
this direetlon fur a tubacce-fiee soclaty
for healthy 1ife.

The wrler bs Executive Secrviary
ADHUNIX.
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